Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.054; wR factor = 0.133; data-to-parameter ratio = 17.0.
In the title compound, C 20 H 18 N 3 O + ÁCl À , the orientation of the aromatic rings around the planar CN 3 + unit produces steric hindrance. As a consequence of this particular orientation of the guanidinium cation, hydrogen bonding is restricted to N-HÁ Á ÁCl and intramolecular N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds within the discrete unit. The guanidinium and carbonyl groups are coplanar as a result of the six-membered ring formed by the N-HÁ Á ÁO intramolecular hydrogen bond. The dihedral angles between the guanidinium plane and the two phenyl rings are 62.31 (8) and 64.24 (8) . 
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Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). et al., 1993; Yoshiizumi et al., 1998; Moroni et al., 2001) . They have potential applications in the fields of analytical and synthetic organic chemistry (Aldhaheri,1998; Köhn et al., 2004) . The title compound (I), Fig. 1, is a typical N,N (Table 1) , this is associated with the intramolecular N-H···O hydrogen bond (Table 2) , forming the six-membered ring commonly observed in this class of compounds (Cunha et al., 2005) .
The guanidine was synthesized by a previously reported method (Cunha et al., 2002) , from N-benzoyl-N'-phenylthiourea and aniline. 0.315 g (1 mmol) of synthesized guanidine was added to a mixture of 20 ml e thanol and 1 ml of 37% v/v HCl with constant stirring at 323 K for 30 min. The reaction mixture was concentrated by evaporating 50% of the solvent under reduced pressure, and block like X-ray quality crystals were obtained by slow evaporation at room temperature.
Refinement
Hydrogen atoms bonded to C were included in calculated positions and refined as riding on their parent C atom with C-H = 0.93 Å and U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C). The H atoms bonded to N were freely refined. 
